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The Historic Chattahoochee Commission is pleased to announce the release of Home of the Infantry: the History of Fort Benning by Peggy Stelpflug and Richard Hyatt. Published by Mercer University Press, this publication is a historical account of the nation’s largest infantry training center—Fort Benning. For most of a century, Fort Benning’s infantry school has graduated the soldiers who lead as well as the fighting foot soldiers in the dirt and mud. Founded on farm land in west Georgia, it has been one of the US Army’s premier installations from the days of the Doughboys to a more modern era where Rangers proudly wear their berets.

Fort Benning’s long history has produced an impressive alumni list. Eisenhower coached its football team. Marshall rewrote the curriculum. Patton pushed men to prepare for battle. Bradley organized its Officer’s Training School, a source for men of rank in World War II. Powell and Schwarzkopf were honor graduates, as were Eaton and Freakley and other heroes from the sands of Iraq.

Fort Benning trained soldiers in the art of the bayonet. It prepared them to jump from airplanes. It discovered the mobility and power of helicopters. It honed the technology of the Bradley Fighting Vehicle. It has set the table for war in the trenches, war on the ground, war in the air and war in the desert. Infantry has led the way and so has Fort Benning. It truly is the Home of the Infantry.

Richard Hyatt has been a journalist for thirty-four years with the Columbus Ledger-Enquirer and has authored eleven books including biographies of President Jimmy Carter, US Senator Zell Miller and Speaker of the House Tom Murphy. Military wife and English teacher Peggy Stelpflug is the author of The Roger Hall Phenomenon and editor of They Came in Peace, a collection of poems remembering the Beirut Marines and fellow servicemen killed in 1983. One of her children, Billy, was a Marine lance corporal who died in the Beirut bombing.

Home of the Infantry: the History of Fort Benning is the Historic Chattahoochee Commission’s (HCC) 30th publication. It is the definitive history of this infantry training center. The book was partially underwritten with a grant from the Plum Creek Foundation of Seattle, Washington. Copies of the 583 page hardback publication are $35 plus $4.00 shipping and may be ordered from the HCC, P. O. Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033 or by calling 334-687-9755. The toll free number is 877-766-2443. E-mail queries should be directed to trace@eufaula.rr.com . Other HCC publications are listed on its web page at www.hcc-al-ga.org. 

